ALDBURY PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held in Aldbury Memorial Hall
Monday 5th January 2026 at 8pm

MINUTES

Present: Cllr Webb (Chair), Cllr Warren (Vice Chair), Cllr White, Cllr Brooks

In Attendance: Gosia Turczyn – Aldbury Parish Clerk and the Parish Warden

26/001		Apologies
To receive and accept apologies for absence. 
The Council received and accepted apologies sent by Cllrs McCarthy, de la Bedoyere and Houghton. Cllr Paterson was absent. 

26/002 	Interests 
a) To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda. 
Cllrs White, Brooks declared an interest in agenda item 25/007 Allotments and Recreation Ground as allotment tenants. 
b) To receive written requests for dispensations for declarable interests.
None.
c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate.
None.

26/003	Public Matters
	To receive questions from members of the public and press on items included on this agenda (max 15 min). 
	None. 
		
25/004		Minutes
To confirm the Minutes of Aldbury Parish Council Meeting held on 1st December 2025 as an accurate record of proceedings. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Warren and carried unanimously that the minutes were a true record of the proceedings and were to be duly signed by the Chair. 

25/005		Reports to the Council.
a) Warden’s report – appendix 1
To note the report and approve expenditure if required.
The Parish Warden joined the meeting and provided a verbal update on the following matters:
· Positive feedback has been received from residents regarding the newly installed streetlights.
· The graffiti on the Pavilion has not yet been painted over. Cllr Webb reported that he had suggested the Sports Club organise a working party; however, no plans have been confirmed to date.
· An object is protruding from the surface of the tennis court, which may present a hazard to players. The Council agreed to revisit this issue in the Spring.
· The road surface on Toms Hill between Beechwood Drive and Kiln Road has deteriorated significantly, with numerous potholes, an uneven surface, and erosion causing road markings and safety markings to fade. In addition, it was reported that the road surface on Station Road between Aldbury and Tring Station is in very poor condition, particularly at the sharp bend near Stall Baulk and for approximately 200 metres beyond. These issues require further review and the Council will seek to raise those issues with HCC Highways and County Cllr Symington at a site meeting, where all ongoing highways-related concerns can be discussed and actioned.
· The two gates at the top of the allotments require repair, and the Clerk will obtain quotations.
b) Clerk’s report; items for information only – appendix 2
The Clerk reported that two cheques, totalling £1,900, had been received from the Sports Club and would be banked this week.
c) Hertfordshire police – report from PCSO. 
December 2025 crime figures for Aldbury:
Burglary Dwelling, Stocks Road – Offenders broke into a property while it was being renovating, offenders caused damage within.
Burglary Business, Stocks Road – Stocks Golf Club, offenders attempted to break into the shed.
	
25/006     Planning Matters and Consultations – to consider comments on the following:
a) Application(s) received:

· 25/02872/FHA Rebuild garage, 22 Stocks Road Aldbury Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5RU No comment. 
· 25/03104/DRC Chimanimani, Toms Hill Road, Aldbury, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5SA Details required by Condition 4 (Highways condition) attached to planning permission 25/00526/FUL No comment.

b) To consider and approve any Parish Council responses to any planning
applications received during the period after which the agenda was 
published. Those applications will be added in the Clerk’s report and can be found on www.aldburyparishcouncil.gov.uk in the Meetings tab.
None received.  

c) Decision(s) issued by Dacorum Borough Council:

· 25/03073/TCA Works to trees, Old Rectory Toms Hill Road Aldbury Tring Hertfordshire HP23 5SA. Raised no objection
· 25/02136/DRC Greenings Farm, Stocks Road, Aldbury, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5RX. Details as required by condition 1 (materials) 3 (refuse storage plans) 9 (phase 1 and 2 environmental reports) attached to planning permission 25/00722/ROC. Granted
· 25/02483/FHA Woodlea, New Ground Road, Aldbury, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5SF Remove the existing entrance porch to construct a timber-framed porch with brick plinth. Remove the existing side conservatory, and construction of a single-storey rear extension. Removal of chimneys and installation of rear conservation skylights and conversion of loft area to create habitable rooms. Internal alterations to the dwelling and external alterations to the facades to accommodate the amended internal layout. Construction of an outbuilding containing a therapy pool, therapy gym, shower, plant room and storeroom. Granted

25/007      Allotments and Recreation Ground
a)  To receive an update from the Clerk on the allotment rent.
The Clerk reported that of the 46 plots currently occupied by tenants, rent has been paid on 36  plots (£1,215). Rent on 10 plots remains outstanding, totalling £235 still to be received. The projected rent income for 2025/26 is £1,450. The Clerk has chased the overdue rent.
b) To receive and approve a quote to cut back hedges along the top of the allotments.
No quotes were presented at the meeting; therefore, the Council decided to defer this item to the next meeting.
c) To approve a quote of £1,740 (including VAT) for the repair of a pothole in the Recreation Ground car park.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr Webb to approve the above. 

25/008	       Internal Controls – Governance, Policies and Procedures – appendix 3
a)  To review and approve Publication Scheme.
b)  To review and approve Safeguarding policy. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr White to approve the above. 
	
 25/009      Financial Matters, Budget 2026/27 and Precept – appendix 4
a) To review, note and agree the accounts including cashbook and bank reconciliation (up to 23 December 2025) and monthly budget report.
Noted and agreed. 
b) To note receipt of income in December 2025. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk214970170]CCLA Investment – Interest received £115.41
· Allotment rent total in December - £360.00
c) To pass resolution to authorise schedule of payments. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr White to authorise the schedule of payments listed below:

	  BACS/DD/SO presented for payment at the meeting on 5th January 2026:

	PAYEE
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT

	M Turczyn (Clerk) Salary 
	Salary and HCC Pension contributions – December (salary paid on 22.12.2025)
	
£1,492.18

	HMRC Cumbernauld
	Clerk’s PAYE December
	£166.05

	MW Agri Ltd (SO) 
	Grass cutting in the parish
	£572.80

	Npower (DD)
	Street light power (paid on 19.12.2025)
	£211.95

	Keith Simkin
	Parish warden hours
	£388.70

	Lamps & Tubes Illuminations Ltd
	Installation of 9 heritage street lighting units (labour, materials and access equipment)
	£13,920.00

	Bidwells 
	Recreation Ground rent
	£250.00

	Herts County Council
	Speed and Volume surveys Tring Station (paid on 09.12.2025)
	£750.00

	Herts County Council
	Aldbury 20mph study and design (paid on 09.12.2025)
	£6,232.50

	M Turczyn
	Clerk’s mileage expenses
	£28.80


























d) To approve 2026/27 budget.
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr Webb that the budget be approved, unanimous decision.
e) To resolve setting of the precept and signing of Dacorum Borough Council forms. 
Resolved, proposed by Cllr Warren and seconded by Cllr Webb that the precept be set at £35,638.23, unanimous decision. The grant allocations are subject to approval by Dacorum Borough Council on 18th February 2026. The precept forms had been duly signed by Cllrs Webb, Warren and White and will be submitted to Dacorum BC by the Clerk. 

25/010     Meeting close: 20:50

Next Parish Council meeting will be held on 2nd February 2026 at 8 pm.
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